90              FOUTY-FIYE  YEAKS  UNDER THE  FLAG

though they got under way by 10.30 A. M., it was towards 3
o'clock, after an hour or two of bombardment by the Monocacy,
when they made a dash for the beach in the order arranged,
though by some misunderstanding the left of the battalion was
landed on a mud flat below the lower fort, and was delayed an
hour in gaining solid ground. On the approach of this force
a few guns were fired from the lower fort, but it was hastily
abandoned by its defenders, who fled and disappeared in the
covering of woods beyond a broad morass back of the lower fort.
Possession was taken at once of this point, skirmishers were
thrown out across a causeway through a morass leading to these
woods, and all approaches to the fort and surrounding region
were reconnoitered.

These precautions being concluded, it was too late that day
to attempt a further advance into a country wholly unknown,
and of which there were no maps. The battalion went into
bivouac on the high ground back of the fort and posted the
artillery in position to sweep the causeway and the road back
of the works, which were the only approaches. The flanks were
protected by the Monocacy and Palos, and night fell upon the
camp. The enemy's cunning and aggressiveness were in no
sense underestimated. Every arrangement had been made be-
fore nightfall to give him a warm reception if perchance a night
attack should be attempted.

Everything went well until midnight, when word was re-
ceived from Captain Tilton that shots were being exchanged,
and that the enemy was forming in the woods in his front. In
accordance with his orders in such an event, his force fell back
on the main body so as to be clear of our artillery lire. Some
desultory firing by the enemy, the din made by the beating of
tom-toms, and the hurrahing of crowds of people were believed
to indicate an assault. This challenge was answered by several
artillery shells, "which cheeked both the noise and the demon-
stration. It was fortunate for the enemy that no assault was
made that night, for the battalion was alert and fully prepared
for work.

Commander Kitnberly took advantage of this disturbance to
call a midnight council of war, at which it was decided that
celerity of movement was to characterize the battalion's opera-of the boats slow. Al- It was their rule, so the communication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